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Community Enterprise Scheme
Information Sheet
Aim of Scheme
The aim of the scheme is to assist committees or community development organisations in the Gaeltacht to undertake community enterprises.

The scheme will be accessible to Gaeltacht committees and community development organisations registered with Údarás na Gaeltachta and operating on a democratic basis.  The organisations must be representative of the local communities which they serve and must be operating in accordance with work programmes agreed with Údarás na Gaeltachta Regional Offices. 
Amount and Rate of Grant
Under this scheme a maximum grant amount of up to €5,000 will be approved at a rate of 75% (whichever is lesser) of the qualifying expenditure.
Qualifying Criteria
Applications relating to community enterprises in the following areas will be accepted:

Development of the Committees Planning and Management Skills 
· Assist community development organisations to develop their planning and management ability.
· Assist community development organisations in the preparation of their development plans.
· Assist management committees develop their skills which would aid in the preparation and implementation of the committees work programmes.

· Assist community development organisations to identify new development opportunities through visiting other organisations or areas closely linked with community enterprise development.

 
Development of Local Facilities and Services
· Assist with preliminary planning in relation to the development of new community facilities which are in line with identified demand and local needs, for example, consultancy or planning fees
 

· Assist with the development of local services beneficial to identified target groups, for example, the youth and the elderly.
· Assist with the development of cultural tourism in the Gaeltacht, for example, the development of local walks, bilingual marketing material and necessary skills.
· Improve local facilities and services which are necessary and are not being provided by the private or public sector. 

· Assist community development organisations with capital costs associated with the provision of necessary equipment providing that it relates to the development or administration of the project. 
Development of the Irish language as a community language
· Assist with organising cultural or social Irish language events featuring the Irish language which are in line with local plans. 
(Note:  Funding for festivals will not be available under this scheme.)
· Assist various local initiatives which will help the preservation and development of Irish as a community language in the committees’ operational area. 
Conditions of Application
The following conditions must be fulfilled prior to the acceptance of applications:

(1) Completed Application Form.
(2) Provide written estimates of costs.
(3) Provide a copy of the organisation’s Constitution/Memoranda and Articles of Association.
(4) Assistance will not be available under this scheme for an enterprise in receipt of state funding under another grant scheme.

(5) Grants will not be paid in respect of expenditure incurred by the organisation prior to receipt of Údarás approval.
(6) In the event of the committee’s voluntary time being applied as joint funding, a rate of €10 per hour up to 10% of the total cost will be accepted.

(7)  
Grant payments will not be made until:
(a)
confirmation has been provided to the satisfaction of the relevant Regional Manager that the project, as agreed, has been implemented;
(b)
proof has been provided that expenditure, as authorised, has taken place, for example, copy of bank statement confirming payment of invoice;
(c)
proof has been provided confirming that the organisations tax affairs are in order or a Tax Clearance Certificate in the event that the organisation has received accumulated grants in excess of €10,000 in the current year.
Forward completed application form to the relevant address:
Co. Donegal
Údarás na Gaeltachta 

Páirc Ghnó Ghaoth Dobhair




(074) 9560100
Doirí Beaga
Co. Donegal
Co. Mayo (Iorras & Acaill)
Údarás na Gaeltachta 
Áisleann Bhéal an Mhuirthead
Bóthar an tSéipéil





(097) 81418
Béal an Mhuirthead
Co. Mayo 

Co. Galway/Meath/Tuar Mhic Éadaigh
Údarás na Gaeltachta 

Na Forbacha






(091) 503100 
Co. Galway
Munster Region
Údarás na Gaeltachta 
Páirc Ghnó an Daingin




(066) 9150100
An Daingean
Co. Kerry
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